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ME AND TL
JUST THE BASICS

I GRABBED YOUR ATTENTION BY OPENING WITH A PERSONAL ILLUSTRATION.


PREACHING IS BASIC.
The more you study and hone the craft, the more it seems natural to the hearer.
That’s the key—study it until you work hard enough to make it look effortless.




WHY DO WE PREACH?

So people will fill a pew?
For compliments after the fact?
For response in the altar?

WHY DO WE PREACH

We preach because we our people NEED TO LEARN TO FILTER EVERYTHING THEY EXPERIENCE IN OUR CULTURE THROUGH THE LENS OF GOD’S WORD.


This book must be the heart of all we do!

No more biblical Illieracy!
The Bible will not get lost in my temple (like Hezekiah?) or hilkiah?


YOUR SOLE REASON FOR PREACHING SHOULD BE TO GIVE YOUR CONGREGSTION A BIBLICAL LENS THROUGH WHICH TO INTERPRET OUR WORLD.

DO NOT JUDGE YOUR EFFECTIVENESS ON physical response!

So plant
Some water
Some harvest.

Far too many feel like failures if there’s not a huge response.
DO WE BELIEVE IN FREE WILL?
IF SO…THAN THE RESPONSE IS DETEMRIEND SOLELY IN THE OBEDIENCE OF THE LISTENER—your affect of preaching cannot FORCE a response!

SO NEVER judge your effectiveness of response!

ULTIMATE QUESTION:
Did I say what God wanted me to say in the best way I could say it?
And was I faithful in handling this precious word of God?




ABOUT OUR PREACHING…
How did you learn to preach?
TYPICALLY
We sat under a pastor, heard a call to preach, then started watching what THAT pastor did, and we mimicked whatever we saw.

PROBLEM…
IF they did it poorly, WE WILL DO IT POORLY.

WE are called to CAREFULLY and FAITHFULLY handle the word of truth.

This involves PROPER INTERPRETATION….

BUT I AM FULLY CONVINCED it also involves WORKING TO CONTINUALLY DEVELP THIS ACT OF PREACHING.

We should NOT ONLY BE STUDENTS of THE WORD
WE should be STUDENTS of the craft of preaching!


I have made it a lifelong process of studying the WAY people preach.
I study preachers, particularly good ones that I ENJOY.
· WHAT was effective?
· WHY was it effective?
· What was memorable?
· WHY was it memorable?
· What was DISTRACTING?
· WHY was it distracting?

AND not only do I study OTHER PREACHERS…
I STUDY MYSELF.

If you don’t do ANYTHING ELSE I MENTION TODAY…
DO THIS….
Start listening to and/or watching your own sermon EVERY SINGLE WEEK.

YOU WILL BE YOUR OWN WORST CRITIC.
And if you’re  humble enough….you will quickly see what you do that may need changing.

SO WE MUST BE STUDENTS OF THE WORD
AND STUDENTS OF THE CRAFT OF PREACHING.




AND…IF WE PREACH TO GIVE OUE PEOPLE A BIBLICAL LENS THROUGH WHICH TO FILTER THE WORLD….
I ENCOURAGE EXPOSITORY PREACHING.
AND I ENCOURAGE SERIES.

BENEFITS OF EXPOSITORY PREACHING

Expository takes a passage, works through it, and verse by verse pulls the points from that specific passage.

THIS IS THE BEST WAY TO GET PEOPLE TO TRULY BE ABLE TO OPEN THE BIBLE and begint o UNDERSTAND IT ON THEIR OWN.

· EXPOSITORY gives good, sound content.
Enables people to understand CONTEXT especially in a series.
· Offers opportunities to tteach them HOW to properly study God’s Word.
· GOD OFTEN allows JUST THE RIGHT TOPICS to pop up on JUST THE RIGHT WEEK (so everyone knows you aren’t just plucking out the problem of the week and brow beating them.)





SO….
I have a few bible degrees…
I’ve spent hundreds of hours sitting in classes taught by WONDERFUL expositors and preachers of God’s word.



SO I WANT TO GIVE YOU some of the things that cost me $70,000 in degrees to learn.

FIRST…
THE BASIC CONTENTS OF ANY MESSAGE…



PIECES OF A LESSON/SERMON
Effectively organizing and presenting truth




What are the main pieces of a sermon?

1) INTRODUCTION
2) MAIN POINTS
3) CONCLUSION
4) ILLUSTRATIONS
5) TITLE

ENCOURAGE YOU TO DO ONE SPECIFIC THING:
PREACH WITH AN OUTLINE!
ALWAYS HAVE AN OUTLINE!
Even if you don’t share it with your congregation….USE AN OUTLINE!


1) INTRODUCTION
Ill—our noticings from MICHIGAN HOUSES to TENNESSEE HOUSES
		-difference = FRONT PORCH!
		-Front porch makes a house so much more appealing
		-Landscaping, front door (tv shows often start with the curb appeal)

INTRODUCTIONS OFFER CURB APPEAL TO YOUR SERMON	
	-if your intro is bad, people will tune you out (you have 60 secs, tops, to grab and keep their att)
TWO PURPOSES OF INTRODUCTION
	1) Establish the need
		-why do I need to hear what you have to say?
		-why does this topic need to  be addressed
	2) Lead listeners into the rest of the lesson
		-It should tell your people where you’re going, and then TAKE THEM THERE.
I OFTEN WRITE THIS LAST, some feel better WRITING IT FIRST.

2) MAIN POINTS
	These have often come in your study time, but they may still need some refining
	-CONSIDER HOW MANY? (always know your time!)
	-CONSIDER HOW LONG YOU COVER EACH ONE
-there’s no set time, and some will always be longer than others, but you must have a proportionate amount of time on each. (if you spend 30 on one point, and 2 on another, that’s not quite right)
	-CONSIDER WHETHER OR NOT TO SHARE THE MAIN POINTS
-I usually share the outline, but sometimes it doesn’t benefit the hearer, particularly when the outline comes in some sort of story fashion (whether biblical or personal)

3) CONCLUSION
	-find the most natural way to conclude
		-try to determine how your hearers would think it to end
		-Don’t preach on the cross and give an altar call for Spirit Baptism
		-Don’t preach on enduring suffering and end with a call for financial help.
		-If you do it wrong, you’ll lose your audience even if you had them the whole time.
	
-Sum up your statements, remind them of your main idea, and urge them to action of some sort
-We don’t preach for response, but we do expect the Word to bring change where needed

NOTE: DO NOT BASE THE QUALITY OF YOUR SERMONS ON THE RESPONSE TO YOUR ALTAR CALL!!!!

THINGS TO AVOID IN CONCLUSIONS (bring it in for a landing)
	1) Touch and Go
-don’t say you’re concluding, then move into another point.
	2) Circling the field
-if you don’t know how or when to conclude, you may end up going round and round until you simply run out of gas.
	3) Crashing
-you might move through the sermon and suddenly find yourself with no where to go, thus you fall from the sky in an abrupt ending.


4) ILLUSTRATIONS
	“ILLUSTRATION” means “giving of light”.
		Sheds light on what is being said
		Makes a point clearer
		By adding understanding, misunderstanding can be prevented
	EMPHASIZES
		Drives home a point, makes it memorable
	Ties ideas to experience
		Some ideas are hard to grasp until you illustrate them with a story
		Hearer will not just hear the truth, but EXPERIENCE the truth
		Jesus’ parables did this sort of thing
	Provides REST
		Like a commercial
		Illustrations cause audience and the speaker to relax and breath for a moment
		Typically less intense than all the information that’s given

THINGS TO AVOID IN ILLUSTRATIONS
	-do not fit
		Don’t have an illustration just to have one…make sure it’s a GOOD one
	-too vague
If the congregation doesn’t get it, its too vague. If you have to illustrate the illustration, you’ve missed the mark
	-too long
		Should be in line with the length of the point you are illustrating
		My “Charles Dickens” tale of the tree
	-worn out 
		Some preacher have 3 illustrations and use them EVERY SUNDAY.
	-take away from the sermon
Some illustrations are good, but have nothing to do with the sermon, and take away from the point of the whole thing.

5) TITLE
	Last because it should come last
	New AI can be extremely useful here!
(it can also be useful for Greek and Hebrew understandings…although you MUST have an inner understanding to be sure you’re not led astray…bc AI CAN LEAD YOU ASTRAY theologically!)

DO NOT USE AI TO CREATE YOUR MESSAGES!







KEYS TO GOOD SERMONS

PLEASE ALWAYS HAVE SOME SORT OF OUTLINE!
	

FILLING YOUR OUTLINE
	
	-Isolating the Big (Main, Central, Thesis, Proposition) Idea-
-Developing the sermon plan—an organized way in which you develop the theme or main idea
	-The basic characteristics of a good outline are:
· unity—each point is a distinctive part of the theme
-Points need to be in complete sentences, present tense and timeless truths. AVOID CUTENESS. Make sure statements are TRUE more than CUTE.
· proportion—deals with amount of time you spend on each point
-the last point should not be long the longest point
· progress(movement)—deals with the fact that each of these points fulfills the goal of the sermon

-Benefits of having the outline/blueprint/plan
	-Give me a birds eye view of the sermon
	-Gives direction for developing the sermon
-If you know where you been and where you’re going, it’ll naturally flow more smoothly, allowing the listener to follow more easily
	-Keeps me on focus (KEY TO GOOD PREACHING!!!!!!)
		How many sermons have you heard that had no main theme?
		How many have you preached that had no main theme?
-Must then determine whether or not to share the outline with the hearers
	-it can be helpful to give it to them
	-some may take notes and bring it home
	
TO CREATE A FLUID MOVING SERMON, YOU MUST LEARN THE FOLLOWING…
-Use Bridge Words—transitions
		-They keep the sermon held together
	-bridge words and transitions connect what would otherwise be disconnected points
	-They let the audience know where you’ve been, where you are, and where you’re going.

NOTE: When you teach (and especially when you preach) you HAVE TO GET IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME. People don’t have the luxury of stopping and re-hearing what you just said.

When you speak, people listen, and it happens in real time, which does not allow for do-overs

Readers can think about, process, and re-read statements. For this reason, writing is easier than public speaking.

BUT, HEARERS ONLY GET ONE SHOT. WHICH MAKES THE SPEAKERS JOB OF PREPARATION THAT MUCH MORE IMPORTANT.

EXAMPLES:
HANDOUTS FROM MY SERMONS


WISE USE OF VOICE
Be natural.
Be yourself
VOLUME does not EQUATE TO ANOINTING!
Give yourself ways to emphasize or relax throughout the presentation!


A FEW FINAL THOUGHTS
· Before others can be changed by the Word, you must let it change YOU.
· Seek out personal illustrations when possible (but not too personal)
· Make preparation a priority (Acts 6)
· Practice your writing skills
· Record yourself and listen
· Practice reading aloud
· Always watch time (leave them wanting more)
· Know your audience
· Utilize Visuals
· PREPARE—let the message get into you deeply before presenting.
· PRAY, PRAY, AND PRAY SOME MORE.
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